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mysterious “Ayatollah Khomeini” is reported to have died on Sunday, in a form of eerily similar and widely-cited news that Tehran rushed to deny.
Khomeini, who died at age 86, was one of the most controversial figures in the modern history of Iran and remains an iconic figure for many in the
country. The reports of his death — the first such in nearly a decade — appeared in a news agency on Sunday and on Facebook just after 10:30 p.m.
local time, according to Agence France-Presse. That report was quickly confirmed by social media users in Iran who had also seen the now-deleted
original post, and in The New York Times, and The New York Times cited a man who identified himself as an employee of a hospital in Tehran as the
source of the news. Khomeini, who was born in the Azerbaijani city of Baku in 1912 and served as Iran’s president between 1989 and 1997, was the
father of Iranian modernism and the leader of the 1979 Islamic revolution that unseated the US-backed Shah of Iran. He is widely seen in Iran as the
icon of the Islamist movement, a movement that came to power in Iran in the Islamic Republic’s founding years. News of his death on Sunday was
shared widely on social media, and, according to one Twitter user, of his death was “confirmed” within the first five minutes of the post going up. The
news was quickly reported in the state-run Iranian news agency and in the semi-official Fars news agency. The reports of his death were also shared
widely by prominent figures and Twitter accounts in Iran, including some that are affiliated with the government. But the reports of Khomeini’s death
were quickly denied by the Supreme Leader Ayatollah Khamenei, who is the head of the Iranian government, and by the state-run Tasnim news agency,
which runs the official English-language outlet of Iran’s government. 2d92ce491b
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