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intervention referral patterns of general dentists to investigate parents' socio-demographic, dental and/or behavioral characteristics. One hundred forty-three general dentists practicing in the state of Connecticut were surveyed using an anonymous, self-administered questionnaire. Of all dentists, 68% reported that the majority of children seen in the pediatric practice were seen in response to a
referral. Of these referral-based encounters, approximately 75% were done without parental involvement in decision making. Mean referral rates for patients aged 8 years or younger were as follows: 10% for preventive services, 33% for special services, 43% for pain management, 40% for regular dental hygiene appointments, and 49% for instruction in tooth brushing. Receiving a referral was

associated with being a female dentist, child's age, and having a pediatric practice. Receiving a referral for special services and a pediatric practice was associated with parents being Hispanic or Asian. Finally, receiving a referral for instruction in tooth brushing was associated with being African American. There are several characteristics associated with pediatric dentists' referral patterns.
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